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have spoken, is so well conceived and expressed, that I cannot refrain from here inserting it:—
* I shall endeavour, (says Dr. Warburton,) to give you what satisfaction I can in any thing you want to be satisfied in any subject of Milton, and am extremely glad you intend to write his life. Almost all the life-writers we have had before Toland and Desmaiseaux1, are indeed strange insipid creatures; and yet I had rather read the worst of them, than be obliged to go through with this of Milton's, or the other's life of Eoileau, where there is such a dull, heavy succession of long quotations of disinteresting passages, that it makes their method quite nauseous. But the verbose, tasteless Frenchman seems to lay it down as a principle, that every life must be a book, and what's worse, it proves a book without a life; for what do we know of Boileau, after all his tedious stuff? You are the only one, (and I speak it without a compliment) that by the vigour of your stile and sentiments, and the real importance of your materials, have the art, (which one would imagine no one could have missed,) of adding agreements to the most agreeable subject in the world, which is literary history2.'
'Nov. 24, 1737.'
Instead of melting down my materials into one mass, and constantly speaking in my own person, by which I might have appeared to have more merit in the execution of the work, I have resolved to adopt and enlarge upon the excellent plan of Mr. Mason, in his Memoirs of Gray3, Wherever narrative is necessary to explain, connect, and supply, I furnish it to the best of my abilities; but in the chronological series of Johnson's life, which I trace as distinctly as I can, year by year, I produce, wherever it is in my power, his own minutes, letters or conversation, being convinced that this mode is more lively, and will make my readers better acquainted with him, than even most of those were who actually knew him, but could know him only partially; whereas there is here an accumulation of intelligence
1 Voltaire in his account of Bayle     about like a young- setting-dog in
says: 'Des Maizcaux a ecrit sa vie     quest of anything, new or old, and
en \m gros volume; elle ne devait     with no parts, taste, or judgment,1
pas contenir six pages.' Voltaire's     Walpolc's Letters, vii. 326. See post,
Works, edition of 1819, xvii. 47.             Sept. 1743.
* Brit. Mus. 4320, Ayscough's        3 'You have fixed the method of
Catal., Sloane MSS. BOSWELL.—     biography, and whoever will write a
Horace Walpole describes Birch as     life well must imitate you.' Horace
'a worthy, good-natured soul, full of     Walpole to Mason; Walpolc's Let-
industry and activity, and running     iers, vi. 211.
from his share. " And was he excused?" "0 yes; for no man is angry at another for being inferior1 to himself. We all scorned him, and admitted his plea. For my part, I was such a. fool as to pay my share for wine, though I never tasted any. But Sir J ohnwas a most unclubablema.n.nl Madame D'Arblay's Diary, \. 65.
